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A Train Ride to the Splendors of Springtime!
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Away with the wintery grey and here comes the vibrancies of spring! It’s the time of the year ideal for enjoying
the outdoors, and what better way to do that than traveling with friends and family on a railway trip! Whether to
find a prime location fo enjoy the blooming flowers, or to experience local delicacies and hospitality, we will
show you the way to unforgettable journeys!
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Chiayi County Cherry blossom viewing ride on Alishan Forest Railway
Recommended time to visit: mid-March through mid-April

Each year, during early spring, thousands of visitors are drawn to Alishan to enjoy its famous cherry blossoms. Whether viewing
the flowers on a forest train ride or taking a stroll under the endless clouds of stunning pink, the romantic cherry blossoms is an
annual spectacle not to be missed. Primary species include Taiwan Cherry, Yoshino Cherry, and Yaei Cherry. Also in flowing
season are magnolia, Morii Azalea (Rhododendron morii), Gangshi Calamus (Crocus tritonia), and the Taiwanese one-leaf-or-
chid (Pleione formosana)

Although the Alishan Forest Railway is currently suspended between Fenchilu and Alishan Station due to the considerable
typhoon damage it has suffered, visitor could still take the TRA to Fenchihu Station and from there the Taiwan Tourist Shuttle
Bus to Alishan Station. Visitors could enjoy a complete forest railway experience as the Chu-Shan Line and Chaoping Line are
in full operation. There are two recommended routes for cherry blossom viewing: one is a 600-meter footpath with patches of
Yoshino Cherry trees stretching along its length. It starts from Hotel Chao Li Alishan House to Plum Flower Garden, Alishan
Police Station, and ends at the entrance of Chu-Shan mountain path. The second one goes from Chaoping Station to the Alishan
House. Chaoping Park, Sister Ponds, Ciyun Temple, Tree Spirit Pagoda, and Tree-generation Tree are some of the attractions on
this 2.6 kilometer path.

Fenchihu is the relay station for Alishan Forest Railway. It is also the only major station on the Railway that has two platforms.
Residents of Fenchihu built their houses along the hillside, giving it an architectural landscape often described as “Jiufen of the
South”. Down the hill from the station is a century-old market street lined with businesses such as gammadiam (general store),
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A magnificent sight of Yoshino cherry trees in front of Alishan House
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A romantic nde on the Alishan Forest Railway through cherry blossom country.
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Tourists gathering along the Alishan Forest Railway each early spring
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High quality mountain tea produced at a Shizuo tea plantation
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Hiking trails along Alishan Forest Railway. Alishan National
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Moso bamboos in Shizuo
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Due to damages caused by typhoon, the Alishan Forest
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Tradition Railway huinchboxes—Fenclhuhu style
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Fenchihu Station of Alishan Forest Railway covers a considerable area
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and stores that sell getas (Japanese wooden clogs), tofu, Taiwanese
biscuits, and also the renowned lunch boxes that would surely serve
up authentic tastes of the old days.

Shizhuo, crossway of multiple county highways, is one of the
on-route stops of Fenchihu to Alishan shuttle bus. If you have the
time, it is definitely worth a look. Shizhuo is scenic with its grand
array of Moso bamboos (Phyllostachys edulis) and beautiful tea
plantations. It is also quite a hotspot for viewing the Sea of Clouds
during autumn and winter.

Highk ¢ SRR LS TAR 16 R

SRR S R R 168 B |
THFG ¢ 05-256-1007

Alishan Hotel
ADD: No.16, Alishan Township,
Chiayi County 605, Taiwan

Scenic Area

How to ged ther
TRA to Chiay1 Station. Change for the Forest Railway to
Fenchihu Station. Then take Tarwan Tourst Shuttle Bus

Railway 15 not in operation between Fenchihu and Alishan. A
shuttle service is m its stead. Travelers making the Chiayi—
Fenchihu journey may make reservations 5-15 days prior to
travel. (TEL @ 05-225-6918 + 05-222-9010) »

TEL:05-267-98111

ADD: No.168-1, Fengihu, Zhugi Township,

(Alishan Line) to Alishan. From there take the Alishan Forest
Railway to Chushan or Chaoping
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Chiayi County 604, Taiwan
TEL: 05-256-1007

Miaoli County Sanyi Former Mountain Line: April
Snow Wonderland
Recommended time to visit: mid-April to mid May

Every April and May, tung tree (Vermicia fordii) flowers across the
country come into full bloom as if answering the warmth brought
forth by the breeze of spring. Their strikingly white petals fill up
treetops like layers of pristine snow, creating a silvery wonderland.

Miaoli, with its predominant Hakka population, was a place where
Hakka people grew tung trees as a cash crop in its earlier years. As
times went by, the tung trees now have a different importance,
thanks to The Hakka Tung Blossom Festival. Sanyi Township, in
addition to being the center of wood sculpture in Taiwan, is also
home to numerous locations for enjoying the splendor of tung
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The West Lake Resortopia offers a European atmosphere both romantic and relaxing
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The unique wooden structure of Sheng Hsing Station
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Flower-viswing spot April Snow Tratl
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Traditional Hakka cuisines near Sheng Hsing Station
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blossoms. Riding bicycles or motor scooters is the recommended
way to tour around the area. Rentals could be found conveniently
near the TRA Sanyi Station.

Your first visit could be to the Sanyi Wood Sculpture Museum,
where master classes and workshops offer hands-on experience
with the art. Next to the museum is the April Snow Trail, where
visitors could take a leisurely stroll on the 200-meter long path
paved with wooden railroad ties through a tung tree forest. Not far
from the trail is West Lake Resortopia. With over a thousand tung
trees in the enjoyable park, it is a place where visitors can pleasant-
ly enjoy watching the shower of the snowy petals.

The Former Mountain Line which once ran through Sanyi Town-
ship was a part of TRA Western Trunk Line. Now no longer in
operation, this scenic railway has along its tracks not only some of
the best tung blossom-viewing spots, but also picturesque
locations, including the highest railway station on the Western
Line, and the majestic Remains of Longteng Bridge. To visit the
decommissioned Sheng Hsing Railway Station, drive np \*‘illage
Street 149-1 from Sanyi Station, then continue on the{fj49 till
reaching Sheng Hsing Station at 402.326 meters above sea level.
This wood built station is a beloved landmark among railway fans.
Restaurants here serve authentic Hakka dishes. Not far from the
station is an old trail once used by timber carriers where visitors
can take a relaxing walk and enjoy the view.
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Tung flowers in the rain look poetic on the old timber camier’ s trail
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West Lake Resortopia

Around Sanyi Station and along the Former Mountain Line
How to get there

Take TRA to Sanyi, rent scooter or bicyele from there

Shuttle bus service is provided by Sanyi Township Office
during Hakka Tung Tree Flower Festival taking visitors from
Sanyi Station to main attractions such as West Lake
Resortopia, Sheng Hsing Station, and Remains of Longteng
Bridge. Please check the bus schedule before traveling

ADD: Entrance located next to Sany: Wood Sculpture

Museum Sanyx Township, Miaoli County.
jamyl Wood Sculptmre Musenm

ADD: No 88, Guangsheng Xincheng, Sanyi Township, Miach
County 367, Taiw, a.u

TEL:037-876-009

Old Traal of Tomber Camers

Entrance located at the south exit of Sheng Hsing Station

Sanyi Township, Miacli County.

ADD: No.11, Xihu Village, Sanyi Township,
Miaoli County 367, Taiwan

TEL:037-876-699

Shenp Hump Stabon

ADD: No 89, Shenpxing Village, Sanyi Township,
Miacli County 367, Taiwan

TEL:037-870-435
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Light-purple hydrangea and magenta azalea
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Hsinchu City Shibajian Mountain: Alive with
Flourishing Colors of Spring

Best time to visit: March

Established as a forest park during the Japanese occupation era,
the crescent-shaped Shibajian Mountain area stretches some eight
kilometers surrounding the eastern and southern outskirts of
Hsinchu City, with its highest point at 131.79 meters above sea
level. Each spring, vast areas of Shibajian blooms with flowers in
such abundance that the air is always filled with their wonderfully
sweetened fragrance. The forest trails are lined with a great vari-
ety of flowers, including Rieger begonias, African busylizzies,
lilies, bell flowers, tulips, daisies, osmanthuses, and melastoma
flowers. Accompanied by a collection of lovely woodcarvings, the
colorful parade of floras welcomes visitors from near and far with
full hillsides of splendor.

A short bus ride from Hsinchu Station, the oldest railway station
on the TRA Trunk Line, takes you to Shibajian Mountain Park. It
is a great family place to have picnics and be close to nature as
there are plenty of gazeboes and resting places in the park. Food
booths around Chen Huang Temple, which is quite close to
Hsinchu Station, offer a diverse selection of delicious Taiwanese
street food.

W PO AR T o e A - ST AE AR R 4R -
The neatly paved footpaths in the park makes it easy to be close to nature
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Anartist’ s touch of humor emerpes

Flower iewine -l---:
Lane 5, Boai Street, East District, Hsinchu City (east entrance). Lane 145, Baoshan Road
(west entrance)

How to pet then
Take TRA to Hsinchu Station, from there take Hslunchu Bus #1, 2, or 31 and alipht a Hsinchu
Commercial & Vocational High School or Shueiyuandi. Enter through the east entrance from
lane 5, Boai Street. To enter from the west entrance, take Hsinchu Bus #20 and alipht at
_Ttesbmuha.nknu or Wan Fo 5i then enter from lane 145 Baoshan Road.

P‘aomg:aph taken in 2014. Flowering conditions vary annually.



e M S A 7 SR LL R T v ISP RAOA RRARAE T -

A moment frozen m time m tranquil Bulsowan
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Tarwanese hily (Lilium formosanum) is pure white in appearance and elegantly fragrant.
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Holes of different size formed by long-term erosion on the cliff faces of Yanzikou

Hualien County Taroko: Lilies in the Vale
Best time to visit: mid-April to mid-May

According to Native Taiwanese legend, when the Goddess of
Spring comes with the arrival of the season, she travels through
what is now Buluowan, a patch of land between Tenxiang and
Taroko, and lilies bloom from the ground she treads. Taroko
National Park sees successful fruits of their many years of efforts
in the conservation of Taiwan Lily. Each year, between April and
May, millions of lilies dance in the wind on this grassy stage to the
rhythm of the goddess’ footsteps.

The springtime spectacle of Buluowan is about a half-hour bus ride
from TRA Xinchen (Taroko) Station. During lily season, local
restaurants would use the bulbs as an ingredient to create innova-
tive specialty dishes. Stay for a night should you have the time.
Take a walk from Yanzikou (Swallow Grotto) to Cihmu Bridge and
enjoy the sights of Liwu River Gorge, potholes, natural springs, and
a special rock formation known as Indian Chieftain’s Head. Or go
on a hike on Shakadang Trail and the enjoy beautiful creeks, cliffs,
and other geological wonders along the riverbed.

Flower-viewing spot

Buluouan Terrace, Fushi Village, Sioulin Township, Hualien County.
v to get the

Tahe TRAto Xmehvng (Taroko) Station, then take the Taroko Line from Hualien Bus
Company. Alight at Taroko Service Center or Buluowan.
Taroko National Pak—Buluowan Service Station
ADD: No.232-1, Fushi Village, Xiulin Township, Hualien County 972, Tawan
TEL' 03-861-2528

ADD? No231-1, Fuslu V:Ii.age Xiulin Townshap, Hualien County 972, Taiwan
TEL: 03-861-0111
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Sanyo Electric Railway Japan and Taiwan Railways share sister station bond
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The TRA Yilan Line and Japan's Sanyo Electric Railway are similar not only because they are both seaside rail lines,
but also because they both have a Guishan Station (Kameyama Station in Jap ). In late D of 2014,
Guishan Station of TRA Yilan Line and Kameyama Station of Sanyo Electric Railway in Hyogo Prefecture, Japan, S
became sister stations. In light of the coming opening of World Heritape "Himeji Castle" in March of 2015, Himeji |8

Tourist Pass is now available for purchase. Special souvenir posteards are provided to Taiwanese visitors. The TRA £ W
15 also assisting with the campaign along the Yilan Line to further promote tourism in both Yilan and Hyogo.
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