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A Trio of Railroad,
Flowers, and a Mountain

Town at Jiji Line
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Come to Jiji Branch Line for the unique scenery of

the train slowly passing from afar, going through a

green tunnel of trees, stopping at the old wooden

station, and departing again with carriages full of

tourists for the next destination. Maybe, all the
passengers have stories of their own, just like the
historical Jiji Line. It was built to transport hydro-
electric engineering materials but now has become
a popular tourist route attracting visitors from dif-
ferent places to board the painted trains for a

pleasing railroad journey.
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Enjoy the beautiful scenery of trains going through the tunnel
between Sheuili and Checheng.
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Jiji Line is a nostalgic route that greatly attracts
tourists to visit, including the wooden Checheng
Station, crowned as “the most beautiful station™ |
which gives a sense of tranquility under the
surrounding of mountains.

Take in the Beauty of Railroads at the wooden
Jiji Station

Jiji Branch Line goes from Ershui, via Jiji and Shueili, and ends
at Checheng. Among them, Jiji Station, made of cypress woods,
is the most valuable one. Its nostalgic Japanese atmosphere
seemed to bring visitors back to an era hundred years ago.
Unlike the modern design of urban stations, here you can sit on
the old wooden benches, go across the rails to the platforms,
and experience the memories shared by those passengers back
to years ago.

Bike routes are well-developed in Jiji and many visitors love to
explore the town by renting a bicycle. Normally the first stop
that the travelers visit is the class-3 historical monument —
Mingcin Academy. This palace-like academy dated back to
Qing Dynasty was the place where children from farming
families learned reading and writing. It now becomes the
temple of Lord Wen Chang of Academic Study, where students
come to pray for passing important examinations.

Next to Mingcin Academy is the Endemic Species Research
Institute. The campus occupies3.5-hectare of land area and is
an eco haven comprising indoor exhibition halls and outdoor
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Plum blossoms quietly bloom around Shueili in winters.
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The painted train colors the railroad journey.

fEBlk B Bl i 38 1 i

LR THERNRE B 12 H 20 H
Fl 1 H 20 HZHEBIHIEZHT - BlIKHEEER
RSB ETEHg - A 5R RE KEM AR
Fo KB KHEIZERA @I EEX - M
KRBT o Bl A — % R E - 7k B
7K 12 B 7K ERL 38 HE AT AR - R 5B WO S RG EE E R
i 0 T g B e G e bl L B o HE R R

gardens. Without the bustling crowd, the secluded park
welcomes visitors with beautiful scenery of fluttering butter-
flies and lush woods reflected in the lake. A wild animal rescue
center is also set up inside the institute, allowing several
injured honey buzzards to be arranged in a hut for visitors to
take close looks. In the exhibition hall, entertaining and educa-
tional events are irregularly organized for families with
children.
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The wooden Jiji Station radiates nostalgia.
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Jiji Station was severely damaged by 921 earthquake, but now has regained its prosperity after several
reconstructions,

Flowers Bloom in Shueili for Romantic Encounters

Jiji Line not only provides the nostalgic routes but also allows
visitors to walk into the romantic sea of flowers in Shueili
during the plum blossom season from Dec.20th to Jan. 20th.
Different from the cypress wood architecture of Jiji Station,
Shueili Station is a pink building that yields a vocational
feeling under the blue sky and green trees. Situated at the
confluence of Zhoushui River and Shueili River, the town is
distant from other tourist attraction. But luckily free shuttles
are available to convenience visitors during the plum blossom
seasons.
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‘The pink fagade of Shueili Station presents a European atmosphere.
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Wooden creative & cultural goods are eye-catching.

In Nantou, the ceramics industry embraces a history of more
than 200 years, and has been recognized as an important
production place of pottery in Taiwan. Shueili used to be
famous for its kilns. Unfortunately, it was devastated by the
booming industry of plastics and declined until the Shueili
Snake Kiln transformed itself into a touristic spot. Now it
becomes vigorous as before and visitors can see the structure
of the traditional snake kiln, hear the hidden stories, and make
their own pottery at the site!

The popular venues for viewing plum blossoms in winter in
Shueili area include Feng-gui-dou and Niu-chou-keng. Plum
planting here can trace back to the Japanese colonization.
When winter comes, the white blossoms like snow cover the
branches and the grass, and visitors can sit casually under the
plum trees and watch the flowers fall. At the section 8 to 9km
of County Road 59, it is Feng-gui-dou where you can take a
walk and enjoy a mass of flowers.

Movingon to section 11-12 km of County Road 59 is
Niu-chou-keng. There are several famous plum gardens here
with large amount of rouge plums, big green plums, small
green plums, soft plums and smaller amount of red and pink
plums.
photos. It is unnecessary to go abroad to see this kind of
romantic scenery but right here along Jiji Line.

A mass of flowers is the most popular spot for travel

In addition to the enjoyment of plum blossoms, local residents
of Shueili
dishes to satisfy visitors’ eyes and stomachs. In line with the

area are also creative in incorporating the flowers in

AR A BLE R B R A 52T -

‘The spectacular Shueili Snake Kiln is kept intact.
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The Timber Exhibition Hall provides interesting DIY experience.
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Checheng, the terminal station of Jiji Line, is located in a tranquil mountain town,

icy weather of the winter season, some restaurants put plums in
the hot pot soup to make plum chicken pots and healthy pots in
order to warm customers’ hearts and bellies. “Dream Works of
the Mei” ran by the Sinyi Farmers’ Association provides
several popular plum souvenirs, such as conserves, jams,
soybean sauce and other delicacies.
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The Japanese style building, Checheng Station, is well preserved as if time has stopped.
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Mingcin Academy

ADD: No.4, Wenchang Ln., Jiji Township,
Nantou County

TEL: 049-276-2374

Endemic Species Research Institute
ADD: No.1, Minsheng E. Rd., Jiji

Township, Nantou County
TEL: 049-276-1331

The Years of Prosperity Reappear at the Moun-
tain Town Checheng

The best place to appreciate the painted trains going into the
tunnelis at the position where the train departing from Shueili
Station towards Checheng Tunnel.. Once the train leaves the
tunnel, it will immediately reach the terminal station which is
also considered as “the most beautiful” station on Jiji Line —
Checheng Station. This ancient station was built with logs and
displays the traditional design of TRA station in terms of ticket
booth and waiting area. Outside the station are the railroads and
carriage display area which compose a picturesque scene
against the mountain background.

The legacy of the lumbering town that Checheng used to be
includes the lumber storage pool and cranes. On the pool, a
teahouse is built, allowing visitors to drink tea and enjoy the
lake view. Or you can take a rest under the old banyans next to
the semaphore house to enjoy the tranquility of the mountains.
The Lumber Exhibition Hall was rebuilt based on the original
scale to serve as the workshop for visitors to make their own
furniture or decoration. You can also go to the store to buy
postcards and deliver your blessings to your remote friends.

Walking through the old streets of mountain town, it is not hard
to feel the past glorious days. With an eye-catching welcome
sign, the studio of famous local railroad painter, Mr. Li
Jian-ming, is open with free of admission. Mr. Li recalled that
he loved to stay at platform overpass to watch trains departing
and arrive the station and everyday he spent two hours on train
commute between home and school. These memories now all
become his inspirations for artwork creation. Here, the beauty
of mountain town, Checheng, exists not only in the paintings
but also in the memories of visitors. &

K

ADD: No.21, Ln. 512, Sec. 1, Shuixin
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The old banyans provide excellent resting and cooling spots for visitors.
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Shueili Snake Kiln Dream Works of the Mei

ADD: No.11, Xinkai Ln., Xinyi Township,
Nantou County
TEL: 049-279-1949

Rd., Shuili Township, Nantou
County

TEL:049-277-0967
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Railway Stories Under the Lenses
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Departures, arrivals, reunions, and separations ... as the stages of
numerous stories, railway stations are always associated with peo-
ple’s lives and emotions. With the renaissance of domestic movies
and trendy dramas, the role of train station has gradually expanded

IR 8 o B s B T o B from transportation to popular scenes for movies and TV shows,
Yue-le Bookstore was set at the unused employee = N
dormiln?y nll("lt'ucheng ke it such as KANO, Zone Pro Site, and Lovestore at the Corner. So let’s

hop on a train and visit the railway stations to experience these genu-
ine Taiwanese stories!

CK124 ZEF K RN "TKANO, # - BByt B LU 5 | A MR T s -
Steam locomotive CK124 appeared in KANO.

Tai-an Old Station is listed as a historical buildingand
becomes a popular scene for several movies.
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Released in February 2014 and hit NTD 300 million at the box office, the plot of the
Taiwanese movie KANO was revised based on the true and glorious story of the
baseball team of the Chiayi College of Agricultural and Forestry in which they rose
from an unknown underdog to a finalist at Koshien. Back in 1931, this legendary
baseball team consisting of Taiwanese, Japanese and aboriginals acquired remarkable
achievement in Taiwan, and furthermore touched the audience of more than 50,000
people in Koshien.

To recur the old Chiayi Station at the time when the baseball team returned with the
islandwide championship, the production team chosethe Tai-an Old Station as the
shooting site in 2013. The station was built under Japanese colonization, and the
unique feature is the station was lower than the platform and rails. As the Old Moun-
tain Line was no longer in use, this station with Western fagcade and pillars was also
suspended, and now are transformed and opened to the public as the Tai-an Railway
Cultural Park.

The Tai-an Old Station was favored by Mr. Wei Te-sheng, the director of Seediq Bake
and the executive producer of KANO, and appeared in both movies.The production
team of these two movies were particular about settings and costumes, and even rented
the precious CK 124 steam locomotive from TRA.

TR KANO B AR Pl o 4GRS R SR i 2 o i
KANO and Seediq Bale had both rented locations from
TRAfor movie scenes.
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Portrayed the old-fashioned Taiwanese “bando” (open-air catering) culture in a comedic way, the

Zone Pro Site Recurred movie “Zone Pro Site”(Taiwanese chef) not only became a blockbuster instantly after release, but
Taiwan Style Catering also won the Audience Award in the 13th New York Asian Film Festival, and hit the theater in
in Taina Japan this November.

The story of this movie was about how the leading actor and actress retrieved the long-lost
signature dishes of old “Zone Pro Site” in the decline of bando culture. It was filmed in different
locations in Tainan, the southern city known for delicious food and historical venues, including
Family Jiang’s ancient mansion in Lutaoyang, the Romance Tree on Fugian Road, Grand Matsu
Temple, and Renshow Temple. After the movie was released, these venues have also become
popular tourist sites.

Lle s SR Eny KANO JEH ik
WAL *

Based on the glorious history of Taiwanese baseball,
KANO is a very inspiring movie.

| BRI Z A e 5 A AT fR Sl -
Lovestore at the Corner is a popular trendy drama
in 2014.

e B THE 1 7 e £ 2 EK S e
The statues in front of Houbi Station
in Let It Be.
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Trendy Drama Built main scene and supervised by famous writer Yang Zhao. This drama was recognized as one of the

A Dreamy Bookstore popular trendy dramas in 2014. The story was about how the leading actor, Lee Wei, individually

in Toucheng opened a bookstore, Yue-Le (Joy of Reading) Bookstore, in Toucheng, Yilan. The drama was
mainly filmed at an old Japanese style house in the Toucheng Creative and Cultural Park, which
used to serve as the employee dormitory of Toucheng Station. Itswell-preserved wood structure
and tatami flooring attracted the production team’s attention.

Lovestore at the Corner was produced to create the atmosphere of liberal arts at a bookstore as the
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In Zone Pro Site, there were many scenes filmed at TRA properties, including Houbi Station and
Tainan Station. The former is a Japanese-style wooden building with washed granolith as founda-

tion. Several statuesrepresenting characters of the documentary Let It Beare erectedat the plaza ﬁfﬁsﬁ){{hﬁﬁ s
Huhil: ¢ A I B 52 B

in front of the station.. These statues symbolize the hard-working, down-to-earth nature of WEE ¢ 04-2556-5241

Taiwanese farmers, such as Uncle Kun-bin, the local celebrity in Houbi. The scene here was about

when Yue-xia gave her lunch box from an admirer to A-xiong, who is the one she crushes on. b R

Different from the Houbi Station, Tainan Station was built in Baroque style with white facade and DH N RIS G | R

two stories. The scene here was the romantic encounter of the leading actor and actress. % 5% ¢ 03-977-5090
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Railway stations are closely associated with
mm people’ s lives and often appear in movies

incidentally.
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i K S AGE H R & A5 # R TR B b E -
g A - The wooden Japanese house once serving as a railway station is now

preserved as a cultural park.
re the main characters

SE 3 S A el W P AR SO ROR ZE ] ~ BIRE LY ~ FAEIMESE - 2 hllE
AR HARES » RALIZ2EFE TEER - 28T DIY © HIS
& b2 KM SRR - BESh o B 55 RO BRI K B G -t AR B AR
b WIS H P - RERAEF ANGE @

Inside the park, there are cultural and historical exhibition spaces, creative workshops, and

Tai-an Railway Cultural Park

handmade goods kiosks established in different Japanese style buildings,where visitors can enjoy ADD: No.52, Fuxing Rd.,
the handicrafts, participate in woodcraft DIY, and spend half a day in this nostalgic place.Next to Houli Dist., Taichung City
s i ; : TEL: 04-2556-5241
the park, Toucheng Station was also a venue frequently appearing in the drama, including a scene
in which Lee Wei waited for his friend. & Toucheng Creative and Cultural Park

ADD: No.1, Zhanshe Ln., Toucheng To
TEL: 03-977-5090
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